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Demographics

County Population Change Population Change by Municipality
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The population of Columbia County has remained relatively constant in the past several
decades. Like many counties in the region, Columbia is currently experiencing population
decline, decreasing by 3.4% since 2010. About half of municipalities in Columbia County
experienced population growth since 2000. The Town of Clermont had the largest
percentage population growth, increasing by 20.27% from 2000 to 2018. The City of
Hudson experienced the greatest population decline, decreasing by 15.75% since 2000.
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Demographics

Race & Ethnicity Place of Birth

Born . Region of Birth of
91% .
87% Elsewhere Population

in the U.S.
0,
19% Other8.48%
Black 4% @
4% ol
<
n
. 1% 3
Asian 2% ic :
2% =) Asia
2 30.57%
. . 30 = New York
Hlip?nlc & l o = 71%
ane o% m 2000 &
1% 2010 EUlge
Other [ 2% 42.17%
3% m 2018
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Language Spoken at Home Marital Status by Age Group
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As seen on the population density map, the City of Hudson and the areas immediately
around it is significantly more densely populated than the rest of the County, which is
primarily rural. The vast majority (87%) of Columbia County residents are White. Racial and
ethnic diversity is increasing at a slower rate in Columbia County relative to other counties
in the region.



Economy

2018 Employment by Sector (Percent of total Employment)
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2018 Average Annual Wages by Sector
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Economy

Unemployment Rate
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Number of Businesses by Size of Business Median Household Income
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Wages in Columbia County are lower than the statewide average in every industry sector
except Utilities, and Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting. However, Utilities only
accounts for less than one percent of employment in Columbia County. Agriculture,
Forestry, Fishing and Hunting makes up 5% of employment in the county. In 2010, inflation
adjusted median household income in Columbia County was higher than the median
household income of New York State. By 2018, median household income in Columbia
County was slightly lower than the statewide median.



Income & Spending

The ALICEproject by United Way is an effort to quantify and describethe number of householdsthat are struggling
financiallythat are typically not capturedby traditional poverty metricssuchasthe FederalPovertyLevel ALICEtands
for AssetLimited, Income Constrained,Employed Thoseliving in householdsbelow the ALICEhresholdare employed
andlivingabovethe federalpovertyline but are still strugglingto afford basicessentialsTheHouseholdSurvivaBudget
isan estimateof the costof householdessentials

ALICE Household Income Household Types by Income
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ALICE Household Survival Budget

|

Single Adult Married Couple One Adult and One | Two Adults and Two

SchootAgedChild SchootAgedChildren

Housing $695 $711 $711 $923
Child Care $0 $0 $688 $1,375
Food $182 $414 $344 $691
Transportation $341 $409 $409 $682
Health Care $213 $425 $487 $792
Miscellaneous $181 $244 $318 $532
Technology $55 $75 $55 $75
Taxes $323 $403 $486 $778
Monthly Total $1,990 $2,681 $3,498 $5,848
Annual Total $23,880 $32,172 $41,976 $70,176
Hourly Wage $11.94 $16.09 $20.99 $35.09

Source: United Way, ALICE Project, 2016



Income & Spending

Average Annual Household Spending

$3,593 Food away from home

T ’ $5,219 Food at home

- $716 Women' s Apparel

$411 Men’'s Apparel

$8,813 $2,070
Food & Drink $596 Alcoholic beverages Clothing $285 Children’s Appar
$4,052 Healthinsurance $887 Cable & TV
$757 Drugs &Vitamins @ $76 Theatre / Opera / Concerts
$6,133 $3,344
Health Care $480 Personal Care Products Entertainment $2,381 Other
$243  Elementary & High School $1,171 Vehicle Maintenance
v’ $1,011 College $2,196 Gasoline
$1,547 $8,332
Tuition $11 Vocational & Technic&chool Transportation $53 Road &BridgeTolls

Source: ESRI Business Analyst, 2017

Retail Leakage / Surplus
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NonstoreRetailers (NAICS 41 -$24,006,42:  Negative values represent retail
Furniture/Home Furnishing Stores (NAICS  -$26,271,00! categories wherehere isleakage
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Food Services & Drinking Places (NAICS -$37,543,56I sales in Columbia County are
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Source: ESRI Business Analyst, 2017
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Income & Poverty

Mean Household Income by Quintile Household Income Distribution
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Median household income in Columbia County is highest in the southern portion of the
County. Median household income is lowest in the City of Hudson and the areas around
it. The percentage of households in Columbia County living in poverty and the
percentage of households receiving SNAP benefits increased from 2010 to 2017, but
remained below the statewide rate.



County Median Rent
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Housing Occupancy Distribution of Rents
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Median rent in Columbia County is higher in the southern towns on the border of Dutchess
County as well as in Canaan, Ghent and Stuyvesant. Just over 3,000 renters in Columbia
County earn an income that is less than half of area median income (AMI). Among those
low income renters, 1,355 of them are severely burdened by their housing costs, meaning
they spend more than half of their household income towards housing costs.



13 Median Home Value

County Median Home Value
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The geographic distribution of median home value in Columbia County closely matches
the distribution of median rent, with lower home values correlating with lower rentfs,
especially in and around the City of Hudson. Median home prices have increased in
Columbia County in recent years, increasing by 18.4% from 2015 to 2019.



15 Primary School Enroliment
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Public School Enroliment Private School Enroliment
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. . Post-Graduation Plans of
Public School Graduation Rate Graduating High School Seniors
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83%

Graduated Graduated with Regents or Adv.
Regents Diploma

m Columbiam New York State

m 4-Year Collega 2-Year Collega Military m Employmentm Other

Source: NYS Department of Education, 2018 Source: NYS Department of Education, 2017

Like the rest of the region, countywide public school enroliment in Columbia County has
been trending downwards since the early 2000's. Private school enrollment remains
relatively low in Columbia County, and is declining in enrollment overall. The most
common post-high school graduation plan of graduating seniors in the County is to
attend a 2-year college (42%) or a 4-year college (32%).



17 Primary School Graduation
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College Enroliment Snapshot College Enroliment Trends
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Government

County Revenues

County Expenditures
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Transportation

Means of Travel to Work Transportation Statistics
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Length of Commute Place of Work by County
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The majority (76%) of Columbia County residents drive alone when they commute to
work. The average commute time for Columbia County residents is 26 minutes, and only
8% of residents have a commute of an hour or longer, significantly lower than the
statewide rate of 18%. 62% of County residents work in Columbia County. The next most
common place of work for Columbia County residents is Albany County, highlighting the
region’s connection to the Capital Region.



Public Health

Residents without Health Insurance County Health Statistics
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Childhood Obesity Opioid-Related Deaths
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According to the annual Robert Woods Johnson County Health rankings, Columbia
County has made significant public health improvements in recent year achieving their
best ranking of 20 out of 62 in 2018, up from 46 in 2014. Like much of the nation, Columbia
County is struggling with a growing opioid addiction problem. Opioid-related deaths
have increased since 2010 in both Columbia County and New York State. Columbia
County experienced a significant spike in opioid-related deaths in 2016 and 2017, tripling
from 10 deaths per 100,000 people in 2015 to over 30 deaths per 100,000 in 2017. In 2018
the number went back down to 9.8 per 100,000 people.



Public Safety
Property Crimes (per 10,000 residents) Violent Crimes (per 10,000 residents)
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In Columbia County, both property crime and violet crime rates are lower in 2018 than
they were in 2000, but not significantly so. In the most recent year violent crime went
down. Misdemeanor drug arrests have been trending upwards in Columbia County since
2010. This trend may be linked to the increased prevalence of opioid abuse in the county
and the Hudson Valley.






